DISCUSSION GUIDE

Week 3: A Disciple Grows Up

Main Idea: Built different: disciples mature by the wisdom of the Spirit, not the
foolishness of the world.

Discipleship Rhythm: Daily Devotion

1 Corinthians 2:6-3:23

“l appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no

divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.” (1
Corinthians 1:10).

OBSERVATION: WHAT DOES IT SAY?

Gather in groups of three to five people and discuss the Observation and
Interpretation sections.

Observation Exercise 1: Source of wisdom

Read 1 Corinthians 2:6-16. Where does wisdom come from? What role does
the Holy Spirit play in understanding wisdom?

Suggested Respornse. Wisaorn /s sourced i God (v. /) and imparted tHhroug/?
malture benevers (wv. 6, 7, 70), by revel/atiorn rrom the St (v. 70). 7hHe Sorrt
revea/s Goad'’s wisaorm because /1t cannot be aiscovered by Numarn mie/ect
alone. 7He Spit searches the tngs of God and enabl/es mature benevers fo
unaoerstana.

Observation Exercise 2: Signs of immaturity

Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-9. How did Paul describe the spiritual condition of the
Corinthian believers? What evidence did he give that they were spiritually
immature?

Suggested Respornse. Paul sara the Corinthian benevers were Sonrrtiany
IINSLUre. He gave eviaence /77 the /30e/s 3o contrasts re usea' fo adescrive
e 1m/ants 177 CHITSE CoOntrasting therm as peop/e of the /7esr ana not
SOnTtUE/ peop/e req with ik 7ol sond rooal the presence of /ea/ousy ana



Strire OeHaving 17 3 HUmarn way, amiaed accorameg (o Humarn /16aaers rather
0an unied 1 Goa.

Observation Exercise 3: God’s people

Read 1 Corinthians 3:10-23. What illustrations did Paul use to describe the
church? What warnings and encouragements did he give?

Suggested Respornse. Pau/ adescribed the ciurch as a buiame, a temole ana e
e/ (w. 3-8). He sa/d Jesus Christ /s the ornly rounaation. He warned tHat
eaCc/? PErsor SHould bua carerully because ther work wi/ be testeal /He 3/so
warned hat God'’s tempore /s sacred 3na that the St awels a/mong Hermn.
Pau/ remnimaed /7617 1708 Lo OOISE 177 /1L/177317 /83aErs because 3/ (1mgs were
wmers they belonged to Christ. and ChHrist belongs fo Goa.

INTERPRETATION: WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Interpretation Exercise 1. Need the Spirit

Paul said God’s wisdom must be revealed by the Spirit. What is the difference
between human knowledge and spiritual wisdom?

Sugoested Respornse” Pau/ showed (hat Goa's wisaorn /S 170t Sormeting

PUMaEr BEMQGS Carn Luncover Oy mitemgernce, SLSLUs, or culiurs/ SOoN/SLICILIonN.
SOITEUE! WISQOr77 IS 110 1Hhe S3me [117g 3s miel/ectus/ mrornmalion. 7He ru/ers or
s age 1a//ed fo recogrize the Lord of g/ory and crucriied Him. Goad's wisaorm
mUSt be reves/ed by tHe Sponit OECcaUSe S CIUSES peop/e o m/sread reanty
ana treat tHe cross s ro0o/Hsh. LDIScio/es grow /77 wisaorm as the Sonit teachHes
herm to unaerstand what Goa' Nas rreely g/vern 177 CHrist and reves/s Goa's
LOUIOOSES. [FUIMEN WISQOIT 113S VANIE 177 117377 3reas, Out /1t does ol proatce
Anow/leqge /eaaing fo saving bener i Goa.

Interpretation Exercise 2: Connection between division and maturity

Paul connected division within the church to spiritual immaturity. What does
this teach us about how spiritual growth is measured?

Suggested Respornse. Jea/ousy and Quarrenng revea/ed that the Corinili/anms
were St 1elting the wor/ld's wisoorm snaoe ther view of themsenes, ther
/reaaers, ana one another. 77/ /s bemg governed by wor/dly tnkng. A/LHoug?
ey Nad recerved rea/ girts 17om Goa. therwr relalionsnpes showed they were
S ICinG ke Spnr1tua/ mants. Pau/ wanted them (o see that malurity /s 1ot
measured by kKnowleage, griteaness, or altac/iment fo respected /eaaers but
Oy whether the Sprnit was teac/n7g tHerm o thmki and ive with the 17/7a of
Christ. eviaenced Oy Hummty and unity and deoenaence on God ror grows.



Interpretation Exercise 3: Why the foundation matters

What does Paul’s teaching about building the church reveal to us?

Suggested Respornse” Pau/ wanted the CormiNiens (o see that the churchH
0e/0ngs (o0 God 3170 rests orn Jesus CHIISE 3S /1S ornly rounaation. [Leaaers 3/nd
MEmbErs may Serve, teacs) and buial but they ao rnot owr the cHurch /o
cannot rep/ace CHrist. Growltr withnm the church), Ooth coroorately and
ImonvIauslly, comes about only by God. Because God's St owels 3rmong /s
0600/8 QIVISION 3110 Care/ess bulaing are Ser/ous. Discp/es grow uo when they
SI00 LOISLING 177 11U/179317 /83Q€ErS 3rnd /83177 Lo LU tHherr ves and relat/onsies
orn CHrist

APPLICATION: HOW DO | RESPOND?

Question 1: Why is it hard to pray and read the Bible every day?

Suggested Respornse. Responses wil vary. Use tHhoughtru/ rollow-up Questions
ro mvrte aegoer SNArng ana auiNenticity. 7yprca/ responses are hmags nke. /
Qon 't ke rfo reaa / don 't unaerstand the Lio/e / corn 't have time /1t /s Ooring,
/777 8 QU ana reaaing /snt my tung, / aon 't kxnow whial fo o whern /read thHe
Bro/e aevoliona/s sound remiinmme’ etc.

Question 2: What voices or influences most often shape your thinking?

Suggested Respornse / carn be miienced by soc/a/ imeass, news,
enterianment. 17765705, /3y exoectations, Work CU/IUre, O3St exper/e/Ces, or
MY OW/? 3SSUINLI0S, COMNIIION INIIENCES 3re POOCISES, Wikipedls, (e 1news,
or CHALGRT. 7hHese ///ences may 1ot a/mways be wrong, but they carn becorne
QBNGEroUS WhHern they rannm me o see /ire arrerently than God cdoes or fo ony
percerve tHmags aisconnected 17o1m Sontus/ reant/es.

Question 3: What are some signs in your life of spiritual immaturity?

Suggested Respornse. St/ mimaturity carn SNow Lo roug? /ea/ousy,
COIMPEIISOL, QUSITENNG, OI1TOE, Qe/erns/Veness, or neeainyg o be seern as 1Nt A
JOErSON may Anow ChHIISHEn worads or 8 /ol of the Brb/e arnd st respornd fo
000/ 3170 e 177 WaYs 3l /OOk /more ke (he world 13 (he 1727a of CHITSE

Question 4: What is our source of spiritual wisdom? How can daily devotion
help disciples grow beyond spiritual infancy?

Sugagested Respornse: Our source of Spnitus/ wisaorm /s God as revea/ed by (e
Sonit. 7he Lrole /s our primary ‘source. "/t /s God's revea/ed Word throug the
Sorrt (2 7imolthy 376).



Dany adevotion grves Goa's Wora, whicHr reves/s /s wisaorn, reqular soace fo
cranenge and resnae us. As we /stern to Scripture and oray nonestly, e
SOt EXOOSES WNEL IS IMIMELUre. Corrects whial /s 13/Se anad reacres us o
16500170 With (he wisaorn of CHriSt rather (Harn He mstncts of the worla

Question 5: Paul said one person plants, another waters, but God gives the
growth. How does that truth encourage humility and patience?

Sugagested Respornse.” 7//S remninas me that / 3/m not tHe source of sonrtus/
Qrowltr 177 mySelf or otHers. / carn e /31N o p/ant walter, Serve, encourage
ana obey, but God' /s the One whHho proai/ces growl)r. 771/S Ne/oS /me res/st priae
WhHern trnmgs 9o wel ana aIscouragemernt whern Qrowit) /ee/s s/iow or 110/7-
ex/istent.

Question 6: What is one practical step you can take this week to receive
God’s wisdom through His Word?

Sugaested Respornse.” / carn selt as/ae a8 spec//ic time eac aay o read
Scriplure s/ow dowrr e70Ug/ Fo reffect orn whal it says, write dowrn one ruth
Lo Carry with 1me, or pray (Hrolq)? 3 P3SSage Oer/ore /maknNg aecrs/ons. 77e god/
/S not JUSt to complele a reaaing pran, OUL fo /el the Sonit form the way / kA
oesre andad /e

7he Lakepormie Aoo N3s & a8y Bro/e reading that /s easy o access 3/a
connects ro the weekena ser’nor..

Question 7: How can our group help one another grow in the wisdom of Christ
rather than stay stuck in immature patterns?

Suggested Response: As & grouo, we carn /stern care/uy to Scriplure ftogelrées;
013y NONESLYY, SOESA Wil Humimity, 3rna res/st Cormpar/isor or cormpelit/ion. We
Ca/17 E1ICOUIEGE ONE 3/10I1Er [0 1aVe & 1Nytm oF reaaing the Lrble aa/ly, not
JUSE /ISTerng fo the weekenda serrmorn and comimng fo Li/e Group. We carn 3/so
E/ICOUIaGE 0N 310INEr WNEN We See growl’l, gently cranenge patterns Hat
JOOK Imore ke /e3/0UsSy Or priae, and rémima one another (Hat God /s the One
who gives the grows.



