DISCUSSION GUIDE

Week 6: The Vine: A disciple will bear fruit.

Main Idea: When we are attached to Christ, His life flows through us so that
we bear fruit.

John 15:1-5

“God said to Moses, 1 AM WHO | AM. This is what you are to say to the

Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you (Exodus 3:14)

OBSERVATION: WHAT DOES IT SAY?

Gather in groups of three to five people and discuss the Observation and
Interpretation sections.

Observation Exercise 1: The vine image
Read John 15:1. How did Jesus describe Himself and His Father in this verse?

Sugoested Respornse” Jesus aescribed Himselfas the true vine and /s Father
as the garaener. 7/7€ Verse /miroauces the nmage a/74a 1aentiiies He 113177 ro/es
wrthm 1t

Observation Exercise 2: What happens to the branches

Read John 15:2-3. What did Jesus say happens to branches that bear fruit and
branches that do not? What did He say about the disciples’ present
condition?

Sugaested Respornse” Jesus 3/ Ora/nches tHat oo not bear Uit are re/movea
whne branches tHat o bear Uit are pruned so they wil/ becorme rmore 17Ut/
He /50 sa/d the aiscpo/es were areaql c/earn because of the word He Had
Sooken fo them.

Observation Exercise 3: Abiding and fruitfulness

Read John 15:4-5. What did Jesus say about remaining in Him? What result
did He connect to that?

Sugoested Respornse.” Jesus Sa/a 1S fofowers /must rérmnan 177 Him o bear
7t He exolamed tHat & Orarnctr carnnot Bear 17t 3oart 7o/ the vine and Hat
St 170177 Hiim they could do not/ng.



INTERPRETATION: WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Interpretation Exercise 1: Meaning of the true vine

Read John 15:1. Why do you think Jesus described Himself as the “true” vine
instead of simply “a vine”? What does that suggest about where real life and
fruitfulness are found?

Suggested Respornse” By caling Himself the true vine Jesus was aistingur/siimg
FIINSEN 3S 1He Qerine Source orire. 776 woraing SUQQeEsts that not every
Source et c/amms o grve e actus/ly Qoes. Jesus was 10entiiimeg Himself as
e place whHere réa) /3stng 7urtiumess /s rouna.

Interpretation Exercise 2: The meaning of fruit and pruning

Read John 15:2-3. What do the images of fruit-bearing, pruning, and being
“clean” suggest about God’s expectations and work in the lives of those
connected to Jesus?

Suggested Respornse” 77e 1m3ges SUQQest (hal 17w/t /s expected wherever
mere /s rea/ connection o JEesus. FPrirmeg srhows Nat God' /s actrvely mvolved
117 SNS0IMNG 1H0Se wHo Le/ong ro im, evern whern growlt’ /s areaqy poresernt
Bemng c/ean” pomies (o a re/ationsie et Nes areaql beer establsred
Nrougf) Sesus’s wora, 170t Sometimeg (Hal must be esrnea.

Interpretation Exercise 3: What remaining means

Read John 15:4-5. What did Jesus mean by “remaining” in Him? Why did He
connect that so closely to fruitfulness?

Suggested Respornse. Rermarnning 177 JESUS Qescribes 31 0ngomeg, aeoenaent
LE/BLIONS/D 13INEr (N3 & ONe-1iIme Oec/s/orn. Jesus connected remaning (o
I7UILIUINess because /e anad growlt’ Jow 17017 Contimued connect/ion Lo Him.
Without that cornnection, 17Ut /1S not just anricu/t Ut 1mooss/bre.



APPLICATION: HOW DO | RESPOND?

Question 1: Which words or images from John 15:1-5 felt most noticeable or
memorable to you, and what do you think made them stand out?

Sugaested Respornse” Responses will vary. E£1Couraqe part/icioants to name
S0Ecric Worals, PArases, or /M0/MENLS 177 (Ne CONVersation that caugnt ther
attention. Use rolfow-Lp Questions o myite aecoer reflection rather tharn Quick
SNSWers.

Question 2: Jesus stated that fruit comes from staying connected to Him, not
from effort alone. Where do you notice yourself focusing more on outcomes
than on connection right now?

Sugaested Respornse: Some may 1merntion work, /a/7/11y résponsiomni/es,
SONItUS/ H361Ls, or persorns/ Qodls. OIHers 1may recogr/ze 8@ Qenersa/ vressure o
heeo oS goma. ” 7115 Question Nejps reved/ p/aces where poroal/clivity or
1E6SUILS 13y B OVErsNIdownNg deoenaerce.

Question 3: Jesus said a branch cannot bear fruit by itself. What does trying
to carry life or growth on your own look like in everyday terms for you?

SuQaested Respornse” Some part/cioants may aescribe He pressure o Aeeo
everyining 1unctionng troug personad/ errort. p/En/1/mg, or control Othrers
IMEY reCOQZe PIITEINS OF OVver-responsiomty, where rest ree/s unsare because
DINGs 1mgnt 13/ 3037t Still 0tHhers 1may nol/ce ermotionsa/ 1maewenaerce,
SVoIING Vimer3omey or porayer unti/ exNIUStIorn seLs /7. 77e god/ of /s
QUESLION /S 1O 1€/ PIrTICONLS NEIMeE 1a/mmN&ar N3OILS OF Self~relance rather t1ar7
Qramalric ranures orf 1a/ih.

Question 4: What practices or rhythms help you stay aware of your
connection to Jesus during ordinary, unremarkable weeks?

Sugaested Respornse” Answers may mei/ae porayer, Scriplure si/ence,
COIMMuILy, or Sinple /morments or attentiveness to Goa. Frncourage 1onesty
SOOUE WHSL /S 1I1e-g/ving versus whal 1eels perrformaltive or forcea.

Question 5: If remaining in Jesus is the source of fruit, how might our group
help one another stay connected rather than measure one another by visible
success or spiritual progress?

SuQaested Respornse.” Part/icioants may SUQQEest Orayer, /Sterning wel, cHeckrng
7 LHrougQrout tHe week or Créaling SPace /or Honesty. LinoNas/ize (Hal Qrouo
SUPOOrt Is 3bOUL SNIred Qepenaernce. 1ol accouniabmty troug poressure.
Sometimes thHe Supoort peoo/e nNeed Imost /s perr1/55/07 (o s/low dowr ana stay
connected rather (Han reeing the need ro prove growl’.



