DISCUSSION GUIDE

Week 4: A Disciple Serves Humbly

Main Idea: Built different: disciples humbly serve others rather than pridefully
seeking recognition.

Discipleship Rhythm: Serve the Community

1 Corinthians 4:1-21

“l appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no

divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.” (1
Corinthians 1:10).

OBSERVATION: WHAT DOES IT SAY?

Gather in groups of three to five people and discuss the Observation and
Interpretation sections.

Observation Exercise 1: Servants and stewards

Read 1 Corinthians 4:1-5. What label did Paul use to describe himself and the
other apostles? What is required of those who have been entrusted with a
responsibility?

Suggested Respornse.” Pau/ sa/d (Hey SHould be regaraed as servants. /e
[UNL tHat we musSt prove oursenes 13/thu/ whern God' trusts us with k172900777
1EeS00/7510//17€es.

Observation Exercise 2: Already reigning vs. publicly dishonored

Read 1 Corinthians 4:8-13. Make a list of the contrasts between apostles and
the Corinthians.

Suggested Respornse. Pau/ sa/d the CormitiiEans were acting a3s tHhough they
aneaqy Had 3l they wantea, Nad becorme rich), ana Had begurn fo re/grn. /e
contrasted’ (th/s with (He oost/es, whHho were aispl/ayed ke those conaermned
ro are. Pau/ sara the Cormnihiens were wise Strong, anad honorea, whie e
goosties were /00/s for CHrist weak, anad aisronored. He a/so adescribed t/7e
SOOSes 3s Hungry, tHrsty, poorly c/othea, brulia/ly treateq Home/ess, Nara-



WOrking, CUrseaq. persecutea sianaereq and treated as the scurm of tHe earts.
Observation Exercise 3: A fatherly warning

Read 1 Corinthians 4:14-21. If Paul and the Corinthians were a family, what
roles did Paul use to describe the relationship? What did he urge them to do?

Sugoested Respornse” Pau/ aescribed Nimself as thewr r1ather. He sa/d they
SHould 1miritate 1. He Sa/a he was 1ot writing ro sName thHem oOut to warr
em as /s aear craren. He ro/d tHhem /e was Senaing 770ty o remiind
hem orf fiis way of re 117 CHrist Jesus. Paul 3/so warned that e would come fo
mem, 17X the Lord wilea, amna wou/ld 1770 out nol ornly How 3rrogant peop/e
were [3/king but whiat power Hey Naad.

INTERPRETATION: WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Interpretation Exercise 1. Faithfulness

What does it mean to be a steward of something? Why is it important to
know who is measuring success, or faithfulness?

Suggested Respornse’ A stewsrd marnages (himgs that be/ong (o someorne e/se.
AN0WING tHe work Oe/ongs o God rmeans the /inad/ evali/ation 3/so be/ongs o
God. Pau/ wanted the Cormnt/ans (o unaersiand that Christiarn 17/71/stry /s 7ol
OWNErSNO, PEITOITNESIICE OF PErSONI3/ /L1011, Peop/e may 1mISunaerstand),
0r3/56, criticize, or compare Out the Lord /s the One whHho sees c/early, //ages
119Ny, 3nad Anows the motives of the 1Heart.

Interpretation Exercise 2: The true measure of success

Why did Paul contrast the Corinthians as rich, wise, strong, and honored with
the apostles as weak, foolish, dishonored, and mistreated?

Suggested Response” Pau/ used rony (o expose now wrongly e CoriniHiens
Were /measuring Snrtua/ malturity. 7/Hey thougnt ther coniaence Ssatus, ana
orteaness proved they were sprtldly aavancea, but thew price showed they
were biIna. 7/He o0Stes /ooked unimuoress/ve i the eyes of the wor/a, yet
herr SUIrering, Numimty, enaurance, anad service aispl/ayed the way of CHI/st
PauUl Was SHowing tHat true 1malurity 1S 1ot measured Oy recogr/tiorn or
comrort. but by 13/tH1u/ service tHat follows the patiersr of Jesus.

Interpretation Exercise 3: Talk versus kingdom power

WhHat /s the alfference betweern 3rrogant (a/k and aenverng resu/ts?



Sugaested Respornse” Arrogant (8/k 113y Souna conriaent. muoress/ve or
SONTEEIY mature, OUL 1t QOES 110 prove Someone can aenver results. 77¢e
OOWer Lo acrreve a /e of substantia/ mvence /s receved 7om Goa. 7/e
LoOwWer of (he A1ngaorn SHows L 177 8 e changed by Goal Humimty,
J131HIUINESS, enaurance, /ove obealernce anad service. Pau/ wanted (e
CormniNiens o see hat true Sonritua/ malurity /s not measured Oy How Strong
S0/meone sounas but by whether Goa's power /s SCLU3Ny (re/257/ormmeg tHher
nre.

APPLICATION: HOW DO | RESPOND?

Question 1: Why is it hard to be humble rather than promote yourself?

Suggested Respornse” £very persorn N3s & aesre o be xrnowr 3nad val/sb/e.
God aesigned us /s way. 7//s good aesre /s counterrerted by Satan. Where
GO 1UlTis this aesre hrougr & ré/ationsip with Himsel; Saiarn ves fo us,
SYING we can 1 s aesire 17 ourseVes by e/evaling ourselves berore
orners.

Question 2: Paul said servants and stewards must be faithful with what is
entrusted to them. What has God placed in your life that He asks you to
steward faithfully? Are you a faithful steward?

Suggested Respornse God Qiits Us 3170 3SAS UsS o e /31N Stewaras with
13NN, WOrk, ré/at/onsnjos, résources, Spnitus/ Qriits, or o/aLtrorms of miuvernce.
LNCOUrage your Qroup (o Soecrically (7ol Ust 8 genera/ cateqory) /10enti’y
SoOmetrng 177 Hhewr e ana Speak /it out /oua.

7hese mngs are 170t ranaorn or aCc/aental 7Hey are 3reas of our ves whHere
GOO' Warnts ro use Us 1o B/ess others. Bemeg 13/iN7u/ 1means /everagme e ornt
1rorm God for tHhe good of otHers, 1ot for e/evaling oursenves. As your groue
res0n05s, Use fofow-up QUESHIONS ro guiae be/ow Suriace-/eve/ réspornses.
ENCOUIraqe lransparent résporses.

Question 3: Paul taught that God sees our motives, not just our actions. What
difference does this make in your life?

Suggested Respornse. 77/s carn be Lol sobering arna comrorting. /t /s Sobering
because / carnnot niae priae seisnness, or the aesre to be noticed 170/ Goao.

It /s comrortmeg because God' 3/SO Sees /3/INI/UNESS 3l ONErs 17/SS, SSCr1//ces

Nt QO unnolticeaq, ana service Hat 1may never be publcly recogrizeq.

Question 4: What are some things in your life that are easy to treat as
achievements instead of gifts?

Sugaested Respornse. / may tréal my SOmHes, ooooriunt/es, 1a/7/y, work ernsc,
ANOW/LOQE ErsSON3NLY, reSouUrces, pI/atrorm of min/ence or Spnrtud/ growt? 3s



NouQN they came 77o/m /me Because or 1my Nard work or Strateg/c act/vity.
Paul’s guestion remmas me that everytnmg good /as beern recesved /rorm Goa,
whHIcH SHou/ld /ead to Humble gratituae mstead of priae.

Question 5: In 1 Corinthians 4:8, Paul confronted the Corinthians for acting as
though they were already full, rich, and reigning. Where are you tempted to
act as though you have already arrived spiritually?

Sugagested Respornse. / may act (s way whern / res/st correct/orn, assume /
Ne3QY UnNaersiana, compare myself /avorably fo others, or become /more
SW3Ere of other Peowp/e’s 1mmaturity 31 1my owrn. Paul’s warmmeg réerninas /me
NaL conriaence /s 1ot tHe same as maturity. Orentimmes, my owr arés of
orteaness /s where / act as tHhoug / have arrived (thHroug 1my owr wisaorn or
errores.

Question 6: How can you use the gifts God has given to you to serve others?
What barrier do you face to serving others with this gift?

Suggested Response. Hep Jyour group Orocess e girits /1aentiied 177 Quest/ons
2and 4 as opoorturities o serve anad b/ess others.

/13y SrUQQ/e [0 serve whHern it IGAES extra time, mierriols my 082S, goes
unnoticeaq, 1mvones peopl/e whHo are airricull, or adoes not ree/ mearnmngriy,
Serving the commurnity ortern reqQuires /more N1arn gooa intentions. /t means
IMOoVING fowarad rea/ neeas wirth Numimty, Oatence and /1a/tHrumess, evern whérn
e Work /S /17COnVerent or UnNseey).

Cormnmorn categor/es orf barriers are.” / Qon 't have enougr? time’ / go ro service
ana’ a1 172 s Lire Groupo So /my time S/0Ls are /Ul / have a /1amily fo [ake care
OF" MYy WOrk SCHeau/e /s /Ul /777 not sure whHere (o start / Qorn t know whslt
opportunties there are; elc.

Question 7: What is one practical step you can take this week to serve
someone with humility?

Sugaested Respornse. / carn /ook 1or & Soecric need’ 177 11y Horme, worko/ece,
neQroOorNooaq. cHurch, or groupw and move o meet /it witHhout warting to be
asked or noticed. 7//S 1may 1mearn e/1CoUraging Someone, meeling @ pract/ica/
neeq, giving /my ime. /Sterning patently, nepmg be/mnmnda the scenes, or serving
So/meone who cannot reoay /me.

Question 8: How can our group serve together regularly? How can we invite
someone who is not serving to join us in serving?

** Suggested Respornse ** Ask your group s Serve Cooramaltor fo connect with
e campus Missions Marnager or Qoeral/ons Pastor Lo fisve Some Serving
OVOrIUNIItIES /1aentiried berore your Qrouw Qainers. Flen hHe serving



OLOrLUINLYy 3170 Cal your grouw fo /it You are encouraged to p/er and oreoare
117 SVEICE SO (e Qgrouw does ol soend the time aerberating possiomnt/es.
raer, take action rtogether. Not everyone wi/ be ab/e to /o7, anad tHhatl /s

OKGY.



