DISCUSSION GUIDE

Week 3: Jesus Is Enough to Unite Us

Main Idea: Because Jesus is enough to unite us, we live as one new people
rather than retreating into old divisions.

Colossians 1:21-2:5; 4:7-18

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives
in him.” (Colossians 2:6).

OBSERVATION: WHAT DOES IT SAY?

Gather in groups of three to five people and discuss the Observation and
Interpretation sections.

Observation Exercise 1: From alienation to maturity

Read Colossians 1:21-29. How did Paul describe the believers’ past condition,
their present standing in Christ, and the goal of his ministry among them?

Sugagested Response” Pau/ sa/d they were ornce anenated /7o/m God and Hosti/e
m 1mnad. Now they rave beern reconcred throug CHrist’s aeat’r fo be
poresented 1oy 3na without accusation. He sa/a the mystery revea/ed /s Christ
1 you, tHhe Hooe OF g/ory. IS mimnistry was fo proc/a/nn CHIISE (eacring amna
WEI1117Q everyone So that everyone may be presented malture /77 CHrist He
/abored for /s with CHrist’s enerqy working /72 //77..

Observation Exercise 2: Unity and stability

Read Colossians 2:1-5. What did Paul say he wanted for the believers, and
what concerns did he mention?

Sugaested Response.” Pau/ Sa/d he wanted thHewr hearts strengthened 3/7q
unrted imn fove. He wanted tHherm (o fiave 1 unaerstanaing and know/eage of
CHrISt He sa/d he alc not want therm oecerved Oy Persuas/ve arguments. /e
re/o/ced to see ther oraer and tHe 171777ess of thelr 73/,



Observation Exercise 3: The network of believers

Read Colossians 4:7-18. Who did Paul mention by name, and what kinds of
roles or actions are described?

Sugagested Respornse” Pau/ mentioned 71chnicys, Onesnus, Aristarc/ius, Mark,
JUSIUS, L030/113S, Luke Dernas, Nymohia, arnd Archpous. He adescribed therm as
re/fow workers, re/fow porisoners, servarnts, ana brothers. Some were sent o
encourage, some /180ored 171 prayer, 3na Some Nosted cHurcHes 17 tHerr Homes.

INTERPRETATION: WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Interpretation Exercise 1: Reconciliation and a new people

Based on Colossians 1:21-29, what does reconciliation through Christ
accomplish beyond individual forgiveness? Why did Paul connect
reconciliation with maturity in Christ?

Suggested Respornse. Recornciiialtion restores benevers o @ 119Nt relatiorns o
with God 70 for1ms tHerm 7o 8 new Commurnily withh & sNared /aentity. Pau/
ava not aescribe /solalted savalion but 8 peool/e beng presented malture
rogelher. Proc/annmeg CHIISE IS Ihe 1163/7S by which /S new peoo/e woulc
grow. Reconcmaltion was the rounaation, and snared malurity 1 CHrrist was the
go3a/,

Interpretation Exercise 2: Unity as protection

In Colossians 2:1-5, why did Paul connect being united in love with having full
understanding in Christ? How does unity protect against deception?

Sugagested Respornse” Pau/ inked unity and c/erity because & arvicded
COIMMUIILY IS IMmore Vuimerab/e o persuasive arouments. Wnen berevers are
Strengitnened and Arit togernrer 177 /ove they are /ess kel to art toward riva/
1eac/ngs. CHIISt Coniams the tréasures of wisaorn 3na Anow/eage, so /o079
elsewnere unaermmes botH conriaence 3na coHes/orn.

Interpretation Exercise 3: Visible unity

In Colossians 4:7-18, what do the names and relationships reveal about how
the gospel shapes community?

Sugagested Respornse: 7he repeated /anguage of brother, /e/fow worker, 3/7a
Servant SHows that 1a0entrity 11 CHrist resNsoes rélationsnjps. Peop/e of arrrerent



Oackgrounas anda ro/es are connected Hrolqr sHNared 17/5s/00 ana sHared
anegrance to the Lorad. 7He gospe/ does 1ot proauce 1maeoenaent marnviaus/s
Out 8 network of interoeoenaent beevers.

APPLICATION: HOW DO | RESPOND?

Question 1: In Colossians 1:21-29, what phrase or description— such as
alienated, reconciled, Christ in you, or mature in Christ—stands out to you
most? Why does that phrase feel weighty or personal right now?

Suggested Respornse: Some may O Struck by ‘alenateaq ” espec/aly 17 they
1ECOQIZe INQELING QISIarnce /70177 Goa. Ohers may resonate with “CHr/st 17
You” 1F they need assurance oF Présence. Some /may focus orn malure /177
ChrISt” 17 growth) 1eels s/ow or unever. L/1Couragqe part/icioants to reffect orn
WY tHSL PSITICUIEr PIIESe 1eE/S Qrounaing or cENengng.

Question 2: Paul said believers are to be united in love and firm in Christ so
they are not deceived. Where do you see the temptation to organize your life
around something other than Christ?

SUQaested Respornse. Part/iciodnts may recogriize ther 1aentity bemng rooted /77
WOrk, 03renting, PoNICS, acHeverment. reouialion, or ever SoNtUE! AISclonné.
ThHe /SSUe /S 170! Nt tHhese are wrong but whHelher (Hey 1ction as the center
rather tHarn CHrist

Question 3: Paul said his goal was to present everyone mature in Christ. What
would it look like for you to pursue maturity, not just privately but as part of a
people growing together?

Suggested Respornse. 7//S may nmvove mviting aCcouniaomty, oraying ror
OIHErS CONSISLently, encouraginNg Perseverarnce or rerflsmg Lo measure growl’?
Oy Comoarisorn. Maturity /s 170t manviais/ davancement but sHared rormaliorn /77
Chr/st

Question 4: Paul called the church to remain established and firm in the hope
of the gospel. When pressure or persuasive voices arise, how can you stay
anchored in Christ rather than drift toward fear or division?

Sugagested Respornse: Some may need’ to guard what mi/ences they 3osoro.
Omers may needa’ rto /317 1more 1ntentionany 1o commuuity rather (17
1S0/31ING. REINS/NG 177177 1S 1701 SEOOOI1INESS DUL rather, Steaql conriaernce /77
whHat CHIISE H13S SIreaq accormplished)

Question 5: Looking at the network of believers in chapter 4, what practical
steps can we take as a group to live as one people rather than retreating into
old divisions?



Sugaested Respornse.” 77/ 1may mci/ae poraying or one a3n1other Oy 113/76,
SNEIING responsiomty, aQaressing conict early, ce/ebraling /3/iN/u/mness over
Oreference anad rerusmg o /el seconaary /Issues aermne belonging. Uity grows
wher CHrist remams the snared center:



