DISCUSSION GUIDE

Week 3: The Gate and the Good Shepherd: A disciple is shepherded by Jesus.
Main ldea: Jesus is the Gate and the Good Shepherd who is committed to
protecting, caring for, and watching over those who belong to Him.

John 10:7-18

“God said to Moses, 1 AM WHO | AM. This is what you are to say to the
Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you (Exodus 3:14)

OBSERVATION: WHAT DOES IT SAY?

Gather in groups of three to five people and discuss the Observation and
Interpretation sections.

Observation Exercise 1: Jesus’s first identification

Read John 10:7-10. What did Jesus say He is, and what outcomes did He
describe for those who enter through Him?

Sugaested Respornse” Jesus sa/al 7arm the gale for the sheeo. ” He sa/d tHhose
whHo enter througt im wil/ be savea, wil/ corme 177 ana Qo out. arna witl 17ma
O3SIUre. He contrasted /s with the threr whHho comes fo Steal) A arnad
oestroy, while He came fo give /e 17 3o0unasnce.

Observation Exercise 2: The good shepherd versus the hired hand
Read John 10:11-13. How did Jesus contrast the good shepherd with the hired
hand?

Suggested Respornse. /esus sa/d (He Qoo sheohHerd /ays dowrn /s /e for the sHeeo.
THe /1red Nand runs aweay whHern Ne Sees (16 wolf comnmg, /eaving the /7ock scalttered
and vumerable because the sHeeo oo not belong to 1imn.

Observation Exercise 3: Jesus’s relationship with the sheep

Read John 10:14-18. What did Jesus say about His relationship with the sheep?
What future outcome did He describe for the flock?

Suggested Respornse. Jesus Sa/d He Anows /7S SHEE anda HIs SNeco Arnow /i, /USE 3S
e ANnows 1He FItHer. He Sa/a He Has other SHeeo not 170/ the curréent /o/d and that
ey will be brougHt fogelHrer so trere wil/ be one 17o0ck ana one shevhHera. He 3/so
S3/0 He /1ays dowr HIS life wiingly and Has authority to 1ake 1t Lo agam.



INTERPRETATION: WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Interpretation Exercise 1: Meaning of the gate

Based on John 10:7-10, what did Jesus mean by calling Himself “the gate”?
Why does He contrast Himself so sharply with the thief?

Sugaested Respornse” By caling Himself the galte Jesus presented /Himselfas
e simngle pomtdt tHroug? wiich sarely, e ana provision are round. 7/7e
CONLrast with the her c/ariies that /s puroose /s 1naamentally airrerent. He
Orings nre and protect/on, not /0SS or Harm. 7He Image ErmpNIs/zes excl/s/ve
access and mmtentiona/ care.

Interpretation Exercise 2: What makes the shepherd good

In John 10:11-13, why did Jesus define the good shepherd by laying down his
life? What does the hired hand reveal about false care?

Suggested Respornse” Jesus aerined tHe good sHheohHerd Oy 1is wilingrness to
30s0rb aanger /or tHe sakxe of tHe sHeeo. 7/He Nired Nand reves/s that care
wrthHhout Oe/onginNg CoNEPOSES LNQEr Oressure. 7rUe SNEONEraInNg /s SHows 1oL 177
CENT CONAILIONS OUL 177 WHSE NSOOENS WHEL 17SA SOES/S.

Interpretation Exercise 3: Knowing and belonging

In John 10:14-18, what did Jesus mean by saying He knows His sheep and they
know Him? How does this relate to His death and the promise of one flock?

Sugaested Respornse” 7/7e /319U39e€ OF Anowing LomiLs (o & réadl re/atiorns/
Do rather tHarn Sinple awareness. Jesus t1ed s relationsne o /s wiing
Qe SHoOWING N3l /1S CIre /s purooseri/ 310 costly. 7/e prormise of one /7ock
unaer one SNEpNera SHows At s re/ationsip extenas beyond a smg/e
Qroup (o all whHo respond fo H/s vorce.



APPLICATION: HOW DO | RESPOND?

Question 1: As you reflect on John 10:7-18, what stood out to you most? Was
there a word, image, or contrast that felt especially weighty or surprising?

Sugaested Respornse” Responses will vary. E£1Couraqe part/icioants to name
S0Ecric Worals, PArases, or /M0/MENLS 177 (Ne CONVersation that caugnt ther
attention. Use rolfow-Lp Questions o myite aecoer reflection rather tharn Quick
SNSWers.

Question 2: Jesus described Himself as both the gate and the shepherd.
Where in your life right now do you most want protection, care, or assurance
that someone is truly watching over you?

Sugaested Respornse: Some /may 113/ 3réas ofF Vuimerabmty, such as /ammy
CONICErNS, WOrk pOressure, Nea/ly) /ISSUEs, or ermolions/ stram. Others 1may
recognIze & 9enNera/ Sense of exposure or /1atigue. 7//5 QuUestion Neps uncover
where the oesire for sarely ana care /s /most acute.

Question 3: Jesus contrasted the good shepherd with the hired hand who left
when danger appeared. When responsibility becomes costly or
uncomfortable, what is your natural tendency? Is it to stay engaged or to pull
back?

Suggested Respornse: Whern resoornsiomty becormes costly, the /mstinct /s ortern
o reauce exposure by PunNg OSCA /107031y, /owWerinNg expectalions, or
aISengagng JUSt er10uq? Lo protect oursenes. At times we rérmasn poresent /177
name Out guaraed 1 Heart, domag what /s required whie withHol/aing care. 77/s
QUESLION PreSSEs US [0 NN0LICe Now E3S/ly Self~Oreservalion carn rep/ace
131H1UINEss, a31a how 3O31700/1/717G responsiomty ortern /00AS reasonable rather
Narn aramalrc.

Question 4: Jesus said His sheep know His voice and trust Him. What voices
most shape your sense of direction right now? How do you tell the difference
between voices that truly care for you and those that simply demand
something from you?

Sugaested Response.” You may /10ent/’y cultiurs/ exoectaltions, 1mierna/
OrEsSure, 1eas, or the op//ons oFf Others. Some /may reécogriize How eas/ly
urQerncy or anxrely Carn masqueraae as guiaance. 7/7e goa/ /s not to sort
everyinmg out but to notice what mi/ences rust anad obearernce.

Question 5: If trusting Jesus as the Good Shepherd means staying close to
Him rather than relying on your own awareness, what is one small, concrete
way you could practice that this week? How could our group support you in
that step?



Sugaested Respornse.: EXarmoles mignt mci/ae nNarmime 8 SPEec//ic worry o
1E/835€ 177 Prayes, res/Stng he urge o control/ 35 outcome, or c/roosmg (o
LEINI3/17 PIESENL 177 3 1eSOONSIOMLY (N3 1ee/s arammeg. Grouw Supoort cou/d’
INCIIQe prayer, folfow-Lp CONVErSaLIoNns, or SIMPLY 18/17g Hat Steo fogethHer.
7€ fOCUS /S O SHhared 7/a/th/umess, 1ol se/~improvermernt.



