DISCUSSION GUIDE

Week 1. A Disciple Knows Who They Are

Main Idea: Built Different: A disciple’s identity is received from Jesus.
Discipleship Rhythm: The Image of God

1 Corinthians 1:1-9
“l appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no

divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.” (1
Corinthians 1:10).

OBSERVATION: WHAT DOES IT SAY?

Gather in groups of three to five people and discuss the Observation and
Interpretation sections.

Observation Exercise 1: How Paul described himself

Read 1 Corinthians 1:1. How did Paul describe himself (who he was, how he
became an apostle)?

Sugoested Response. Pau/ adescribed Nimself as cal/ed fo be 3 goost/e of
Christ Jesus by the wil/ of God.

Observation Exercise 2: How Paul described the Corinthians

Read 1 Corinthians 1:2-3. Make a list of the words and phrases Paul used to
describe the Corinthian believers and their relationship to God, Jesus, and
other believers.

Suggested Response. Pau/ caned them “the church of God 7 Cormnths, ”
sanctiried 177 ChHrist Jesus, ” and ‘caled to be //s holy people. " He a/so placed
mem together with bevevers everywhnere who call on tHe rname or jesus. Pau/
sa/0 Jesus was ther Lord anad ours.”

Observation Exercise 3: What God has done

Read 1 Corinthians 1:4-9. List the actions Paul said God had taken, was taking,
or would take for the Corinthians.



Suggested Respornse God Nad givern therm grace 177 CHrist enriched thHern 17
soeect) and know/eage, coniirmed thHe testirmorny 3oout CHriSt 3/m0ng Hérm,
ana givern tHherm spnrtuadl gires. He would keeo therm 17 o the ena and rmake
em bl/ame/ess orn the aay of CHrist: Pau/ 3/so sarad Godl /s 13/1th7u/ and rad
caned therm mito relfowsip with /s Sorn.

INTERPRETATION: WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Interpretation Exercise 1: A calling that comes from God

Why did Paul emphasize that he was called to be an apostle “by the will of
God”? What does this reveal about the source of a disciple’s identity and
calling?

Suggested Respornse” Pau/ wanted the Cormihicns (o unaersiand thatl /s ro/e
v not corme 17orm ambrtion, SIS, Sef-300omirment. or bemng oomted
other peoole. God caneda /177 3na gave 17 1S SSSIQIment. 117 tHe same way, &
aiscple’s adeeoest 1aentity /s recerved 1rorm God rather tHan crealfed (hroug?
acrreverment or the aoorova/ of oters.

Interpretation Exercise 2: A local church belongs to a larger story

Why did Paul connect the believers in Corinth with “all those everywhere”
who call on the name of Jesus? How should this have affected the way the
Corinthians thought about themselves?

Sugaested Respornse.” Pau/ remmaed (Herm hat they were part of a /1erger
Qroup of benevers Harn tHerr /0Cs/ exporess/on. 7//5 means they were /1ol &7
/so/eted group, 1ree fo aerine 13/t accoraing o /oca/ culture or persons/
preference. Les/aes bemeg maae /77 the mage of Goa, ke He rest of 1manA1ma,
ey a/so belonged fo the worlodwrae peop/e of God unaer one Lora. 7/Herr
10entity was Ool persorna/ 3na commuundl they belonged to Jesus, and they
be/longed s/ongsioe everyone e/se whHo cais orn /s 113/7e.

Interpretation Exercise 3: Grace before correction
Why did Paul begin by reminding the Corinthians of their identity?

Suggested Respornse” Pau/ grounaed benevers /77 /1a0entity 17rst. 7//5 /s
Tounaationsa/ fto whHo we are, /77 Contrast to /00kmnNg at OeNnavIors as
rounaational/ 7ne Cormnihians neeaed fto change some benaviors, but they oo
not needa’ o mvent a new /aentity or eadrn God's accepiance. God Had areaqy
caneda them, set (herm 30art girted (Herm, 317 promised’ to SUstam thHem. Pau/
wanteo therm ro e 1 e way Hal matchred the /1aentity thHey Had areaqy
recerved 1 CHr/st



APPLICATION: HOW DO | RESPOND?

Question 1: What words or phrases caught your attention from the passage?

Sugaoested Respornse” Responses wi/ vary. As a /eacer, be preodred o sHare.
Also, as rofow-upo QuUest/ons to explore why a Particu/er word or p/rrase was
IMESIUNGIU/ OF CHINENIING O Y OUr QroUp.

Question 2: Paul began by affirming, in Christ, who we are, how we belong,
and what we are supposed to do. What are some good things about your
identity you are celebrating right now?

Sugaested Respornse” Responses will vary. Some p/rrases fo Hejp promol
responses are.’ aes/igned by Goal arn mage bearer of Goa, cormnmniss/ioned to
steward God's crealtiorn ana wor/a, senctiiied /17 CHrist: set aoart /77 CHr/st part
of @ 9/obs/ community of Jesus rolfowers, savead by God /7 CHrist encdowed
TUN, eSta0/shed 177 18/1tHh by Goa grfited spirritudly, a/ert to our /vture Hooe
sustamed by God 1 CHrist’s comima, 177 1re/at/onsrp with God the Father
rougr the Sorn, Jesus ChHrist elc

Question 3: What are you tempted to believe about yourself that goes against
who God says you are?

Suggested Resporse. Responses wil/ vary. Use follow-upo questions to mvite
Lr3NSPSreNnt AIScUss/on. 7 am cralenged to remember iNal/ arm iy aesigned
ana carfed by Goa. 7herefore. /317 est3onshed 177 18/t ana oo not Have Lo
LOroVe mySsef or earrn @ re/alionsrp with Him. But / ree/ ke / need fo prove
Myselt and /06s seem ke a realy b/g aea/ to ademonstrale status. So / try fo
1MSKE 1My JOO SOUNT IKE /T IS riQue 3110 Carr1es a /ot of mmporiance. / spend' a
10t OF L/1me WOrking /myself mto 1mcreasme /evels of /eaaers/ /o so /am
recogrizea.”

Question 4: How does being made in the image of God (imago Dei) give your
life purpose?

Suggested Respornse: 7/1e Maker ana Designer sets the rfounaalion for whHho /
arm and the puroose for hHow / ve anad whHat / do. Like 3rn 3ri/st whHho creales o
IMESLero/ece or 31 engiIecr who Qes/gns a proal/ct the Crealor mstiis /aentity
ana proviaes purooSse.

Question 5: What are you learning about God from this passage that is
leading you into richer devotion?

Sugaested Response.” Responses wi/ vary. 738/ crhoosmeg fo beneve God wil/
Keeo me to the end and present me bl/ame/ess. / dont ree/ ke / carn be
blamesess. But God' says He will ado 1//s/ And what @ rmercy 177 my /e fo rorgrve



ana remove my 13res and reberious beraviors! / worshp Him! He /s good.
He /s 13/th1ul”

Question 6: Paul connected the Corinthians with believers “everywhere” who
call on Jesus. How does our shared identity in Christ impact the way we view
and treat other believers?

Sugaested Respornse: Remembering we SNare one Lord SHoul/d Hejp me res/st
01708, Comperrtiorn, /1So/aLion, ana Umnecessary aivis/ion. / carn nornor belevers
170177 Qifferent backgrounas, reman teacnable, pursue unity, ana remermber
NIt Goa's 131111y 1S 13rQer (1317 1My Oréeferences or nmmeaiate group. FPau/
OEg3ar by S/77717/117G COIINOLN 1QENIILY. / Warnt Lo 1mtent/ona/ly focus orn hHis 17r7st
not aifferences witH otrers.

Question 7: What can we do this week as a group to help one another
remember and live from our identity in Christ?

Suggested Response: As & grouw, we carn rémma one another orf what Goo
SQYS IS true, pray 1or 3réds whHere /17Secur’ty or Comwoarisorn N3s (akxern Ho/a, 3/na
encourage one 3nother when we see Goad's grace at work. We carn a/so choose
one ruth 770/m tH/S PESSage fo repeal 310 practice hroughout (He week.



