DISCUSSION GUIDE

Week 5: The Way, the Truth, and the Life: A disciple believes Jesus is the way
to God.

Main Idea: Jesus is the source of all truth and knowledge about God.
John 14:1-7

“God said to Moses, 1 AM WHO | AM. This is what you are to say to the
Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you (Exodus 3:14)

OBSERVATION: WHAT DOES IT SAY?

Gather in groups of three to five people and discuss the Observation and
Interpretation sections.

Observation Exercise 1: Jesus’s call to trust

Read John 14:1. What did Jesus tell the disciples not to let happen, and what
did He tell them to do instead?

Suggested Respornse” Jesus fold the aiscio/es not fo /et thewr Hearts He
lroubled. He to/d therm to beneve i God and beneve i Him. 7/He verse
LOresSents trust 17 Jesus 3/0n9s/ae rust 177 God 3s the respornse rfo therr trouvbled
1Hearts.

Observation Exercise 2: Jesus described His departure

Read John 14:2-3. What did Jesus say about where He was going, what He
would do there, and what He promised to do afterward?

Sugaested Respornse” Jesus Sa/d He was Qomg o HIs Father's nouse where
mere are /marny rooms. He sa/d He was gomeg o prepare @ place for (Herm 3nad
Loromised He wou/ldl come O3ck and take (herm fo be with Him. 7/He focus of /s
LOromISe /S hat they would be whHere /e /s.

Observation Exercise 3: Jesus’s self-description

Read John 10:14-18. How did Jesus describe Himself?

Sugaested Respornse” Jesus sa/ad He /s the way, he truth, and the e ana 7o
ONne Comes ro he Fatnher exceot tHrougr /Him. He 3/so Sa/a knowmng /Him



18315 KTIOWING INE FIINEr 310 SEE/NG I 1MESrns Seeng the Father. 77¢e
3SSIQE NIIKS GCCESS [0 INhe Father alrectly [o rée/ationsi o with Jesus.

INTERPRETATION: WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Interpretation Exercise 1. How does trust help?

Based on John 14:1, why did Jesus connect trust in Him with calming troubled
hearts?

Suggested Respornse. Jesus connected troub/ed hearts with the guestion of
where trust /s pl/aced. He presented bener 7 Him, alongsiae benern Goa, as
e SISONZING respornse (o 1ear 3na unceriamty. 77e verse SUgQests tNal peace
Qoes nNot come 17017 UnNaersianaing what will NSo0eErn next Out 17o/m rusting
whHo Jesus /s.

Interpretation Exercise 2: Why did Jesus need to depart?

Based on John 14:2-3, what does Jesus’s description of His departure reveal
about its purpose for the disciples?

SuQaested Respornse” Jesus's Qeoarture /s presented 3s someling adone /or
e aiscpo/es’ benesit rather tNarn therr /0Ss. HIS Qomeg preéodres @ p/ace /or
eI ana secures ther 1ruture with Him. 7/e e/70035/S orn returing anad
Oringing tHerm o Hirmself SHows Nt HIs /1eaving /s meant (o guarantee
ONnNQONG relalionNsip, 110l SeO3rIt/orn.

Interpretation Exercise 3: Knowing and belonging

Based on John 14:4-7, what did Jesus mean when He said He is “the way,” and
how does that shape what it means to know God?

Sugaested Respornse” Jesus meant (N3l 3Ccess o the Father comes rougr
16/3L10171S/7/0 Wilh /117, 170L [Hrougr @ P31, SYystern, or Sel of reac/ngs.
Anowing God' /s 1mSeparab/e 17017 Anowing JESUS because /He 1ully revea/s the
Father. 778 pPassage [eachHes that soart 7o/m Jesus, true Anowleage orf God /s
ot posso/e.



APPLICATION: HOW DO | RESPOND?

Question 1: Which of Jesus’s words in John 14:1-7 felt most personal or
relevant to where you are right now?

Sugaested Respornse” Responses will vary. E£1Couraqe part/icioants to name
S0Ecric Worals, PArases, or /M0/MENLS 177 (Ne CONVersation that caugnt ther
attention. Use rolfow-Lp Questions o myite aecoer reflection rather tharn Quick
SNSWers.

Question 2: Jesus told His disciples not to let their hearts be troubled, and
then immediately called them to trust Him. Where do you notice troubled
thoughts or restlessness shaping your decisions right now?

Sugaested Respornse: Some may oome (o unceriamty sbout the /viure,
Stramed relal/ons/ps, or unresoved rears. Omers may recogriize a genera/
SE15e OF anx/ely et mmences how they p/an, profect themsenes, or re/ate fo
Goa. 7N/5 Question /1ejpos reves/ where lrust reels fnaraest.

Question 3: Jesus said no one comes to the Father except through Him.
Where are you most tempted to look for guidance, security, or meaning apart
from Him?

Suggested Respornse. Cormnmorn arnswers /may mc/i/ae reying orn personsa/
CONrol PISt EXPEIIeNICe, SUCCess, or the auorova/ of otners. 7//s Quest/iorn
IVIEES Nonest recogriition of the ways we try ro /7 arect/on wrthout
aoeoenamg 1y on Jesus as e way o Goaol

Question 4: Jesus linked knowing Him with knowing the Father. What does it
look like to know about God without really knowing Him?

Sugaested Respornse: Some may récogrize PIILiernNs oF relgrous /a/mmarity
WitHhout re/ations/ c/oseness. OHers 1may 1notice Now eas/ly 117/or113t/017 3bout
God' carn repl/ace aeovenaence orn Him. 7He god/ /s not to creale guiit but fo
name the arirerence betweer Anow/eaqe a3na ré/atiorns’ip.

Question 5: If trusting Jesus as the way means releasing the need to manage
access to God on your own, what is one small step of trust you could practice
this week? How could our group walk with you in that?

SuQaested Respornse” LEXarmoles mignt mci/ae surrénadering & Soec/sic /ears,
1ES/StING he urge fo self~airect. or turnmg to JesUs 1 prayer mstead of
INMENEILEL SECAING CONLrol Or 3rnswers. Grouw Supoort could inci/ae prayers,
JOHOW-LO CONVErsations, or SImoly Holaing that steo fogelrer with grace ana
ronesty.



