DISCUSSION GUIDE

Week 2: The Light of the World: A disciple believes Jesus is our light for
salvation.

Main Idea: Christ is the source of light and guide for a world lost in darkness.
John 8:12-20

“God said to Moses, 1 AM WHO | AM. This is what you are to say to the
Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you (Exodus 3:14)

OBSERVATION: WHAT DOES IT SAY?

Gather in groups of three to five people and discuss the Observation and
Interpretation sections.

Observation Exercise 1: Jesus’s central claim

Read John 8:12. What claim did Jesus make about Himself, and what promise
did He attach to following Him?

Sugoested Respornse” Jesus sa/al 7arm the ngnt of the worl/al ” He prom/sised
Nat whoever 7o//ows Hirm will 10t Walk 177 Qaraness out will have the /gnt of
nre.

Observation Exercise 2: The Pharisees’ objection

Read John 8:13-18. What objection did the Pharisees raise, and how did Jesus
respond to their concern about testimony?

Suggested Respornse. 7he Pharisees ob/ected tHal J/esus was [estiyyimg about
FIINISENS (NS 7S 1eStimorny was nol vanad because /1t was Se//-testiimorny. Jesus
18500170 by SaVinNg HIS (estimorny was rue Hecause He Anew where He came
170177 3170 whHere He was Qomg and tHat bolh He and the Father Nad the sarme
restimony.

Observation Exercise 3: Questions of origin and authority

Read John 8:19-20. What question did the Pharisees ask about Jesus’s father,
and what did John note about the setting and outcome of this exchange?

Suggested Respornse: 7hey askea, “Where /s your /3thHher?” Jesus sa/ad they ord



0L KNOW /711m or tHhe Father. JoNrn noted thal (/s ook pl/ace near the templ/e
reasury ana tHat 70 one arrested Jesus Hecause /s 1rHour Had not yet corme.

INTERPRETATION: WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Interpretation Exercise 1: Following the light

Based on John 8:12, what did Jesus mean by describing Himself as “the light
of the world?” Why do you think He connected light specifically to following
Him rather than simply believing facts about Him?

Suggested Respornse: By caling Himselrf the ngnt of the wor/a, J/esus
Oresented Himself as the source of trulh and arectiorn 177 @ world marked by
Qaraness. Connecting /gNt to ro//owing SUgQests that /s /s not only sbout
UNQEersianainNg who Jesus /s, Out about trusting /Him to guiae one'’s re. LNt /s
experienced tHrougt reldtionsnp ana 1moverment nol QiSsiance or oOservalion.
He was connecting to the O/ 7estament whHern the /sraeltes were 177 (He
wriQerness, they rmoved whern the /gnt movea. 7he call /s fo follow the /gNt
not ooserve the /gnt.

Interpretation Exercise 2: Underneath the Pharisees’ objection

In John 8:13-18, why did the Pharisees focus on the issue of testimony? What
does Jesus’s response reveal about the kind of authority He was claiming?

Sugaested Respornse: 7He PHarisees focuysed or testimony (o unaer’nne
SESUSS aUNOIILYy WitHhout 3QQressimng 1/s c/amm arectly. JeSsUS's respornse
SHOWS 1HAt HIS SUIHorty QOES 10t rest orn Humarn soorova/ or /1ega/ procealsre
3106 bULE 01 HIS réel/ationsh o with the Father. He presented Himselfas
SOCIKING 177 Nty with Goa, which re/rarmed the /ssue 17o/m /89a/ vaaity fo
aQwvine authHority.

Interpretation Exercise 3: Knowing Jesus and knowing the Father

In John 8:19-20, why did Jesus link knowing Him with knowing the Father?
What does this reveal about the deeper issue in the conflict?

SUQaested Respornse” Jesus Nnked Knowing 1717 with Anowing tHe Father
because, /77 Jo/n'’s Gospel God' /s maae xnowr tHhrougr the Sorn. 7he decoer
/SSUe /S 170! 18CA OF Informalion or eviaence Out refisa/ fo recogrize whHo Jesus
Uy 1s. 7herr Question sOout IS Falther exposes a adeeoer binaness that
prevented therm rrorm seemng Goa''s work t/roug/? 7im.



APPLICATION: HOW DO | RESPOND?

Question 1: As you read through John 8:12-20, what stood out to you most?
Was there anything specific that felt challenging, unsettling, or clarifying?

Sugaested Respornse” Responses will vary. E£1Couraqe part/icioants to name
S0Ecric Worals, PArases, or /M0/MENLS 177 (Ne CONVersation that caugnt ther
attention. Use rolfow-Lp Questions o myite aecoer reflection rather tharn Quick
SNSWers.

Question 2: Jesus described Himself as light for those who are walking in
darkness. Where in your life do you feel stuck, unsure, or unclear about
direction right now? How can you follow Jesus in these areas and fight self-
sufficiency?

Sugaested Respornse” Some may 113/ practica/ Qec/s/ons or Seasors of
uncertamty. OthHers may aescribe ermolions/ or Spnrtus/ cornrisiorn. 7//s
QUESLION /Heps peop/e /1aenti’y places where they ree/ the need 7or guiaance
ramher tHan se/f-surriciency.

Question 3: The Pharisees responded to Jesus by questioning His authority
instead of examining themselves. When you feel challenged or exposed, what
is your usual instinctive response?

Suggested Response” You may notice a tenaerncy o becorme oerens/ve
exo/3/11 yoursels or SHit bl/ame. Ohers 1may wiritharaw, sHut dowrsn, or avord (He
/Ssue altogerner. 77/5 QUESLION Nejos SHow how eassly Sel/~orotect/on carn lake
over whern Hgnht Oresses 177 3na How res/SIcnce carn 3opear 177 Subl/e soc/any
FCCEDIO/e WS r3lher 1H3/7 0oern re/ectiorn.

Question 4: Jesus linked knowing Him with knowing the Father. Where do you
find it tempting to rely on your own judgment, experience, or understanding
instead of allowing Jesus to define what is true?

Sugaested Response.” 7//S 1may reves/ 3reas whHere maoeoenaernce /ee/s sarer
N3N trUSt Some 1may recogrze PaLterns of se/ectively /sterning to Jesus ornly
whHern 1t 3/gns with therr preferernces or p/31s. OMers 1may notice aiscorm’/ort
whHern Jesus cranenges /01g-Ne/a 3ssumplions, N3OS, or SOurces of control,
7he QOd/ /S [0 recogrize whHere (rUSt /s partiad/ rather (H3rn whHole.

Question 5: If following Jesus means allowing His light to guide your steps,
what is one small, concrete way you could practice that this week? How could
our group walk alongside you in that?

SuQaested Respornse.” Practices /migNt mc/uae s/owing dowrn & aecrs/on fo oray
ana' istern, nNammng @ SPecric 3réa oF Conius/orn or /ear fo entrust fto Jesus, or



CHOOSING PILIENICE 3170 NUIMINLY 177 & tense relalionsnp. Grouw supoort coulcl
(ke 1he 1orm OF praying fogQetner, cHecknIg 111 Quring hHe wee or revisiting
e commtment at (He next gatNnering. 776 empnasss /s orn sHnareq
encouragement 3na I3/N1UNEss, N0t PerrornENce or PreSsure.



