DISCUSSION GUIDE

Week 4: The Resurrection and the Life: A disciple believes Jesus gives life.

Main Idea: Because Jesus is the resurrection and the life, death is not the final
word for those who are in Christ.
John 11:17-27

“God said to Moses, 1 AM WHO | AM. This is what you are to say to the
Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you (Exodus 3:14)

OBSERVATION: WHAT DOES IT SAY?

Gather in groups of three to five people and discuss the Observation and
Interpretation sections.

Observation Exercise 1: The death of Lazarus

Read John 11:17-19. What details did John give about Lazarus’s death and the
setting surrounding it?

Suggested Respornse” Jorn Sa/d L azarus Had areaqy beer i the fomb for rour
QaYs. BeltHarny was near Jerusalrern, ana many oeop/e Had come to cormrort
MErtHa and Mary. 7He Scene /s one of Selt/ed 1mourrme with 1marny witrnesses
poresernt.

Observation Exercise 2: Martha’s words

Read John 11:20-22 and 27. What did Martha say to Jesus, and how did she
describe her belief about HIim?

Sugagested Respornse: MartHo (o/a Jesus Nat /¥ He Had beern there Her brothHer
wou/d not Nave area, and sHe sa/d sHe snew Goo would grve Jesus whalever
He askea. SHe 3/so sa/d she beneved Jesus was the Mess/ian, the Sorn of Goa,
whHo was o come /nto the wor/a.

Observation Exercise 3: Jesus is the resurrection and life

Read John 11:23-26. What did Jesus say about resurrection, life, belief, and
death?

Sugaested Respornse” Jesus Sa/a [ azarus would r1se 3931 and /aentiried
IINSEN 3S the resurrect/ion and the /e He sa/c those whHo beneve /77 /7irrn wi/



e ever tHhougr ey are and those who ive and bereve i Him will never are.
He then asked 17 MarthHha bereved t/s.

INTERPRETATION: WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Interpretation Exercise 1: The finality of death

Based on John 11:17-19, why did John emphasize how long Lazarus has been
dead and how many people were present?

Sugaested Respornse.” Joln emoprasized (the /ength of time and the presence or
IMOUITIESS [O IMSKE C/ear N3l LAZarUS’s deatly was selt/ed and oublicly
acceplteda. 7here was 170 Cornris/on about whether e were truly aead a/7a 770
prvate space ror remierorelation. Whatever J/esus sa/a or aid must bée
unaersrood 11 Nont of aeatr’s gooarent 1772a/Ly.

Interpretation Exercise 2: Martha’s beliefs and its limits

Considering John 11:20-22 and 27 together, what did Martha clearly believe
about Jesus, and what did she not yet seem to expect?

Suggested Respornse. Martha benevea Jfesus Naa' a umiqQue relations/ o with
God and conressed fim as thHhe Mess/iar and Sorn of Goal At the sarme time, sHe
VA 1Ot SOOEIr O expect thHe Mmeaiate reversd/ of Lazarus’s aealn. Her /a/th
SI771eq Wiho Jesus was wilhout yel 1/m3g9/11177qg whal Hat 1Nt imearn /or Hér
present s/ItuaLorn.

Interpretation Exercise 3: What Jesus was claiming

In John 11:23-26, why did Jesus move from speaking about Lazarus rising to
speaking about Himself? What claim was He making by doing so?

Suggested Respornse. Jesus moved 77o0/m @ Staltement 30out Lazarus (o a
statement about Himself to reairect Martha'’s unaersianaing of resurrection.
RINEr 11317 S/NOWING reSurrection ro réman a3rn aoStract /viure event /e
clanmed that resurrection ana nre are 7ound 177 7im personaly. LBy SOEaAnNG /s
Way, JEsUs presented Himself as the source ana authority 6ermna bot present
nre ana ruture resurrection, nol merely & part/icioant 177 Goda's p/ans but the one
rougfr whHorm Hey occur:



APPLICATION: HOW DO | RESPOND?

Question 1: As you read John 11:17-27, what part of the conversation between
Jesus and Martha did you find yourself lingering over? Was there a statement
or exchange that felt especially significant or unexpected?

SuQaested Respornse” Responses will vary. LF/Couraqe part/icioants to name
S0ecric Worals, PNOrases, or 1mM0/MENLs /77 (He CoOnVersatiorn thHat caugnt ther
attention. Use rolfow-up Questions Lo myite odecoer reflection rather tharn Quick
SNSWErs.

Question 2: Martha believed in resurrection, but she placed it at the end, not in
the present. Where in your life are you most tempted to believe God can act
someday without expecting Him to meet you now?

Sugaested Respornse: Some may 1a/me 3réas of gries QrIsspoomimernt. or /079 -
SI3NOING SItUStI0NSs Nl ree/ sett/ea. OhHers may recogrize 8 patterrn of
JOWErING EXPECIILIONS 35 & Way OF aVoraing 1urther hurt. 77/s Questiorn heps
expose whHere Nooe 113s beer aelayed rather tHan aeneda.

Question 3: Jesus did not deny that death happens, but He challenged what
death is allowed to decide. Where have you accepted an ending as final and
stopped expecting anything more?

Suggested Respornse. 7//5 QUESHION Nejos Us notice where aeal’) 3/na /oss Have
beern sllowed fo c/ose adoors God' H13s 170t sa/d are c/osed ana whether we are
WIING Lo I7USt 1rm with /more 7317 we car See or exp/an. We shou/d Hurmb/e
oursenes unaer tHe 1Nty Nanda orf Goal but tHat /sr 't 3 mvitation o cyrics/
1173C10/.

Question 4: Jesus asked Martha, “Do you believe this?” not as a test of
knowledge but as a personal question. Where does your faith tend to stay
true but abstract, affirmed without shaping how you face loss or uncertainty?

Sugaested Respornse: Some may récogriize 8 gap Oetweer whal thHey con/ess
ana whnat they expect. Oers 1may See How /3157 377 1e/13/77 Sincere whe st/
KCEOING Qrief 18ars, Or QISSpOOMLMENt 1nsu/ated /7orm /t.

Question 5: This passage does not rush resolution. How can our group help
one another acknowledge grief and loss while still holding onto Jesus’s claim
about life experienced in the present? How do we grieve as those who have
hope?

Sugaested Respornse.” Grouw SUoport 1may mci/ae 1sterning witHhout 17xmae,
LOrEVING WItHOUL Oressure, ana SIayimg present over time. 7He 7ocus /s shared
JEIIITUINESS rather 1317 QUICK 3/ISWESS.



