DISCUSSION GUIDE

Week 2: A Disciple Chooses the Cross Over Status

Main Idea: Built Different: Disciples unite under the cross of Christ; they do not
divide by personalities, popularity, or human achievement.

Discipleship Rhythm: Worship

1 Corinthians 1:1-9

“l appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no

divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.” (1
Corinthians 1:10).

OBSERVATION: WHAT DOES IT SAY?

Gather in groups of three to five people and discuss the Observation and
Interpretation sections.

Observation Exercise 1: The divisions in Corinth

Read 1 Corinthians 1:10-17. What was the problem in the Corinthian church?
What was the source of the divisions?

Swggested Respornse. 7/e CorinitiiEgr ChHurch? was exwer/iencing ainvisiorn. Pau/
53/0 some benevers c/anmmed fo follow Paul Aoo//os, Ceorras, or CHr/st
Alfegiance o personanties was clouaing the centranty of the cross of CHI/st
whHIC was (he O3sis of herr Salvalion.

Observation Exercise 2: The message of the Cross

Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-25. How did Paul describe the message of the cross?
Make a list. What are the different responses to it?

Suggested Respornse.” Pau/ sa/d (He 1message of (He Cross /S /0o/s/17ess (o
hose whHo are peris/inng but the power of God fo tHhose whHo are Leng savea.
He sa/d the Jews aemanaed s/gns, (he Greeis /ooked /or wisaorn, and Pau/
preached CHrist cruciiied. CHrist 1S 8 Stumbing O/0ck to some ana 1o0o/sHness
fo others, but to those God /13s canea, He /s the power 3/7a wisaorm of God.



Observation Exercise 3: No Boasting

Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-2:5. Why did Paul say no one can boast about their
salvation?

Suggested Respornse” Pau/ sa/ad God chose the /oo/sh, weak /lowly, and
oesopr/sed tHhings of the world. 7Herefore thewr senvalion was 1ol based orn
INEENIGENCe, SOONISIICILION, Pro/InNENCe, PErsUIS/VENess, or notorrety. /t /s by
God's grace ornly, not deserved or earnea.

INTERPRETATION: WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Interpretation Exercise 1: Why division contradicts the gospel

Why did Paul respond to the Corinthians’ factions by asking whether Christ
were divided, whether Paul was crucified for them, and whether they were
baptized in Paul’s name.

Suggested Respornse” Pau/ wanted therm to see hal ther anviced /oya/l/es
contraaicted the gospe/ /tself CHIiSE s/one was crucriied ror tHerm, and
O301/5/m marked ther belongng ro Him. 7Hey Nad 8 cormmorn source a/7a
content of therw 13/, 77/5 Lrnites rather tHarn Qnviaes. Humarn /eaaers may serve
e church, Ot none of tHern carn becorme He source of the crurchH’s raentity
or the center of /s /oya/Ly.

Interpretation Exercise 2: Why the cross looks foolish

Why did Paul say the message of the cross appears foolish or weak to the
world, yet reveals the wisdom and power of God?

SuQaested Respornse” 771€ Cross overturns 1normma/ /10eas sOout powes, SUCcess,
ana greainess. A crucriied Mess/iar /10oked ke aereat. sName, 370 weaA7IEeSsS,
Out throug the cross God aereated s ana broughHt savation. WhHat the wor/a
QISIN/SSES 3S fOONSNIESS IS ICIUINY WISEr 3110 SIronger 11317 arnytinng 1umarn
W/SQO/77 OF SIreNngtH Car 3CCormolsy.

Interpretation Exercise 3: God alone deserves worship

Why does God choose the weak to do great things?

Sugaested Respornse.” Pau/ was SHowing that everyinmg the Cormnminians /1ad
cormmes 1rom Goa's grace. 7718y were 110l CHoSer Decause hHey were /17press/ve,
ana' they aid not stand berore God because of tHher owrn wisqor, Strengty), or
SI3IUS. Since CHIISE Was 1He Source Of IHerr r19Nteousness, Noiness, amna
reqempltion, ther worshp ana boasting be/onged fto God s/one.



APPLICATION: HOW DO | RESPOND?

Question 1: What part of this section of Corinthians caught your attention the
most?

Sugaested Respornse” Responses wil/ vary. L/stern c/osely SO you carn use
ToNoW L QUESHIONS [0 INVITe JOUr Qroup Mo decoer transparency amna
QISCUSS/ON.

Question 2: What kinds of differences easily become divisions for Christians?

SuQaested Respornse.” Differences 177 worshp Sty/e, wont/ics age O3CAkQrouna,
ErSOnINLy, CHUIch traaitions, or preferred /eaaers carn QuIcCAly becorme
163S0/S [0 SEOIIILE 170/m ONne another. 7hese aifferences may matier, but they
SHoulc not becorne 1more 1mporiant (Han our SNared 1aentrity 1 CHr/st

Question 3: How can loyalty to a preferred leader, church style, or ministry
begin to compete with loyalty to Christ?

Suggested Respornse. Freferences carn become /0entity markers. / may Oegri
L0 /measure /3/1N1UIMeESSs O WwhHelher Someone 3Qrees with my /avorite /eaaes,
SHares my stle, or be/ongs ro my grouwe. Wnern tNal N3ooerns, / a/7 grving
UIMIEN PESSONSNTIES & place NIl He/orgs (O JEsSUs.

Question 4: Why is the cross such a powerful answer to pride, comparison,
and status?

Sugaested Respornse” 77€ cross remninals me that / am not savea because / 3rm
Impress/ive wise, strong, or aeserving. Nor am / saved to ro/fow anolher
0Ersorn. / come o God with emoply H3nas and rece/ve everyiinmeg hrouq
CHrISE THAL 183VES 170 oo/ 1or BOSSHING 177 IMYSENS Or /00K Oowr? O OIHESS.

Question 5: Where are you most tempted to build your confidence on your
own abilities?

Sugaested Respornse. / 1may adeoend orn /my miemngQernce, Comnmuicalion SKIS,
EXOEI1ENICE, OIBIUNG, rEOUIELION, Or (He oorova/ of peop/e / respect: 7/7ese
INGs carn be useru but they cannot becorme hHe rounaalion of my
conricence or 73/t

Question 6: What would it look like for your worship to become more
centered on Christ and less shaped by personalities or preferences?

Suggested Response. / carn /earn to aporec/ate giited /eaaers without maxing
mem the center. / carn pay /more attention ro whether CHrist /s bemg rornored
N3 whHether my preferences are Oeng met. WorshHp becormes Hea/lthier whHér



MY Praise trust, ana alegiance are arected to Jesus. / want to /more

InLentionany remind myself tNat worsip Orings urnity o Hhe churc/r 3na bua's
Us Up.

Question 7: What can we do this week as a group to protect our unity and
keep Christ at the center?

Sugagested Respornse: A priorty /s (o worshjp together. 771/s Ouias umity ana
earjes us. A/L50, we C3r7 reS/St COmPariSor, SPESA care/ily sbout /eaaers anad
CUICTHES, re/USe (O Creale UnNecessary Carmps, ana remima one another tHat
CHrISE a/one was cruciiied for us. We carn /5o pray tHhat our coniaence a/ma
0r3/56 wou/d rest 117 God ratHer tN3r7 177 Hmarn PErsonat/es.



